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EXPERTISE

James specialises in private & public children law, having exclusively practiced
in this area since 2020. James joined Chambers in 2025 having previously
practised in Middlesbrough.

James is committed to providing pragmatic and sensible advice alongside
robust representation for all clients he represents. He has been repeatedly
praised for his client care in cases with vulnerable clients, as well as the quality
of his written work.

He has a particular interest in cases with an unusual factual matrix and esoteric
areas of law, James has experience of being led in cases of significant

complexity.
Public Law .
Expertise
Within public law, James is regularly instructed at all stages of proceedings on
behalf of Local Authorities, parents, children & other family members in cases Family - Public Law & Children

concerning:

Non accidental injuries
Sexual abuse

Drugs / Alcohol abuse
Neglect

Assessment of carers & placement of children in foreign jurisdictions

Private Law

James regularly deals with contact disputes, relocation and finding of fact
hearings including those concerning allegations of

Domestic abuse

Parental alienation

APPOINTMENTS

Legally Qualified Person to sit in Police Misconduct Hearings

EDUCATION & AWARDS

LLB (Hons), First Class, Manchester Metropolitan University
BPTC Northumbria University
Sir Joseph Cantley Memorial Scholarship, Middle Temple


https://www.trinitychambers.co.uk/expertise/family-public-law-children/
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Clerking team

Steven Preen

= Lead Family Clerk

'z;i 01912321927

Ken McLafferty

Family & Immigration
Clerk
0191245 9531

Paula McLure

Family Clerk
0191245 9530

Erin May

Family & Court of
Protection Clerk
0191 245 9590

Chris Gibbin

Criminal & Family Clerk
01642 247 569

Fiona Bullock

Direct Access Clerk
01642 247 569

Notable Cases

A v B & Anor [2023] EWFC 304 (B) (24 October 2023)

Case concerning application for step-parent parental responsibility pursuant to s.4A Children Act 1989

CA & Ors (Children of Unregulated Sperm Donor) [2025] EWFC 30

Led by Shaun Spencer KC, representation of a mother in care proceedings in a case involving the prolific unregulated sperm donor who
used the pseudonym “Joe Donor” which attracted national media attention.

Re (A)

Led by Collette Price, representation of a child in public law proceedings arising out of the death of the child's sibling.


https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWFC/OJ/2023/304.html
https://caselaw.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ewfc/2025/130
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgv6y5qr3eo

