
Shada Mellor

Shada is known for her meticulous attention to detail and adeptness in crafting
persuasive, astute legal submissions. 

EXPERTISE

Shada specialises in serious criminal litigation, with a practice centred on cases
involving significant evidential and legal complexity.

She is regularly instructed in complex criminal trials requiring detailed mastery
of the evidence and rapid forensic analysis. A skilled cross-examiner, she
controls witness evidence with precision, exposes its inconsistencies, and distils
complex material into its essential elements.

Her practice includes serious allegations and multi-handed proceedings
involving organised criminality, serious sexual allegations and extensive
evidential material. Shada prepares meticulously, identifies the core issues
early, and advances arguments with clarity and control under pressure at trial.
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FINANCIAL CRIME

Shada has experience in financial crime, including fraud, HMRC investigations,
confiscation proceedings and high-value account freezing and forfeiture
orders.

She undertook a six-month secondment with HMRC, gaining direct insight into
complex financial investigations and enforcement action. During this time, she
worked on a cross-border investigation into a £500 million cum-ex tax fraud
and represented HMRC in successful applications for search warrants. She has
also delivered training to legal professionals and financial investigators on
applications under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002.

R v MJ (2026) – Shada’s client was acquitted of three counts of rape
following a ten-day trial. Extensive disclosure was deployed in cross-
examination which ultimately undermined the prosecution case. The jury
were also issued a confession direction resulting from alleged admissions in
electronic communications sent by the defendant.

•

R v DE (2026) – Shada was instructed to represent a defendant at trial
charged with grievous bodily harm with intent (S.18) arising from an acid
attack. The complainant suffered catastrophic, life-changing injuries,
including complete loss of vision in one eye and severely reduced vision in
the other.

•

R v M (2026) – Shada secured for her client a full acquittal across all eleven
counts of sexual offences against a child. The defendant was the
complainant’s mother’s former partner.

•

R v R, L, S & others (2025) – Shada was Junior counsel for the Prosecution,
led by King’s Counsel, in a joint enterprise murder trial arising from a fatal
shooting. The case involved cell site analysis, CCTV, forensic material and
digital communications. Several defendants were convicted.

•

R v AK & Others (2025) – Shada represented one of six defendants in a
multi-handed trial involving allegations of child sexual exploitation. The trial
lasted several weeks and involved extensive witness evidence, complex
legal arguments, significant disclosure and substantial evidential material.

•

R v FG (2025) – Shada’s client, a former head teacher was tried on several
counts of fraud and theft concerning the misuse of school funds. Shada’s
client was acquitted on all counts. The prosecution relied on expert
evidence concerning IT and networks, Shada rigorously tested this evidence
through cross-examination leading to several admissions fatal to the
prosecution case.

•

R v M, M & C (2025) – Shada secured convictions in a multi-handed
conspiracy to supply multi-kilogram quantities of cocaine in an EncroChat
prosecution. The case involved complex legal arguments on admissibility,
deployment of key evidential material, alongside disclosure issues arising
from its use. The first defendant was represented by King’s Counsel.

•

R v D (2025) – Shada obtained the rare, special verdicts of Not Guilty by
Reason of Insanity following a nine-day trial at Newcastle Crown Court. The
defendant faced allegations of assault occasioning actual bodily harm and
intentional strangulation. Four Consultant Forensic Psychiatrists gave
evidence, three called by the defence.

•

R v J (2024) – Shada’s client was acquitted in a seven-day trial involving
allegations of controlling or coercive behaviour over a four-year period,
both parties and several witnesses had significant communication
challenges requiring BSL interpreters, intermediaries and stenographers.

•

Candlish v Director of Public Prosecutions [2022] EWHC 842 – High Court
authority holding that “low value” shop theft allegations remain triable
either way until plea and allocation and are not subject to the six-month
limitation period under section 127 Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980.

•
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Shada is appointed to the Serious Fraud Office Counsel Panel C.

INQUESTS, LICENSING & REGULATORY 

Shada accepts instructions in inquest, licensing and regulatory matters.

She has represented interested persons in Article 2 and non-Article 2 inquests,
she has a particular focus on deaths in police custody, prison-related deaths
and matters involving the operation of the criminal justice system. Her criminal
practice provides a strong foundation for understanding the systemic,
evidential and legal issues arising in custodial deaths and related
investigations.

Shada also accepts instructions in regulatory matters, including disciplinary
proceedings and matters involving statutory decision-making. She accepts
instructions in licensing matters, including premises licences and taxi licensing.

APPOINTMENTS

DIRECT ACCESS

Shada is authorised to accept instructions under the Bar Direct Public Access
Scheme.

EDUCATION

CPS Prosecutor, Level 3•
RASSO Panel,  Grade 3•
Serious Fraud Office (SFO) Counsel - Panel C•
Government Legal Department - Junior Counsel to the Crown (Regional C
Panel)

•

LLB (Hons) European Legal Studies (Upper Second Class), University of Kent
(2012–2016). As part of the four-year programme, Shada undertook a year
of study at the University of Bergen, Norway, specialising in international
criminal law at an advanced level.

•

BPTC (Very Competent), Northumbria University (2016-2017)•
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Notable Cases

Candlish v The Director of Public Prosecutions [2022] EWHC 842

High Court Appeal by way of case stated from Magistrates’ Court to determine whether allegations of ‘low value’ shop theft should be
treated as summary stand-alone offences, notwithstanding their aggregate value up to the point of plea and allocation, thereby being
subject to the six-month time limitation for bringing charges in accordance with section 127 Magistrates’ Court Act 1980. The High Court
determined that individual offences of theft prior to the defendant’s first appearance are triable either way, therefore they are not subject to
the six-month limitation period. Further, the High Court held that an offence of theft is only capable of becoming an offence of ‘low value’
shop theft under section 22A Magistrates’ Court Act 1980, at the first hearing.

News

In the News
Secured an Anti-Social Behaviour Injunction following serious allegations against a Local Authority Social Services. The case involved
the right to freedom of expression under Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights and the right to protest under Article 11.
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/campaigners-van-online-protest-effectively-27023338 
Prison sentence following spitting incident in police officer's face during height of Covid-19 pandemic.
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/23518078.darlington-man-jailed-spitting-police-officers-face/ 
Mitigation in wounding prosecution.
https://www.itv.com/news/tyne-tees/2023-04-14/mans-machete-attack-left-his-stepsons-thumb-hanging-off 
Prison sentence of 'rogue landlord' following several breaches of a Criminal Behaviour Order.
https://www.landlordtoday.co.uk/breaking-news/2023/4/jailed-landlord-in-prison-after-breaching-criminal-behaviour-order 
Delivery of in house CPD training to Clarendon Law Solicitors on account freezing and account forfeiture orders.
linkedin.com/posts/trinity-chambers-barrister_cpdtraining-solicitors-barristers
Successful prosecution in complex stalking, harassment and assault case involving defendant given Cleveland Police's first Stalking
Protection Order (SPO).
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/stalker-jailed-six-years-after-24405776 
Defending alleged possession of class A and C drugs, with intent to supply, together with possession of a bladed article, mitigation of
panic disorder and PTSD.
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/teesside-cocaine-dealer-found-10k-23828499#comments-wrapper 
Prosecution sentence of a male who broke the nose and fractured the cheekbone of his victim.
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/violent-thugs-left-man-broken-23747010 
Shada represented a client charged with arranging or facilitating the commission of a child sex offence.
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10538151/Notorious-child-sex-offender-Ashley-Colville-pleads-prison-service-
chemically-castrate-him.html
Inquest following the death of Paul Stanton.
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/dad-holme-house-prisoner-believes-22311231
Tenant evicted from Gateshead home of 66 years. https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/19622570.tenant-evicted-
gateshead-home-66-years/ 
Shada secured a suspended sentence for the client convicted of possession with intent to supply Class A drugs. 
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/drug-dealer-caught-peddling-cocaine-19860085
Inquest – death by suicide. 
https://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/news/hull-east-yorkshire-news/familys-anger-police-nhs-failures-5990060
Ram-raid defence sentence. 
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/sunderland-cousins-took-shops-cleaners-21228174

What Others Say

"Shada was amazing. She was professional, knowledgeable, very friendly and down to earth. She was compassionate and
took time to explain things and put us at our ease."
Direct Access client following Inquest into son's death


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Cyclist was nearly 3 times over the drink-drive limit when he died in horror crash.
https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/news/west-yorkshire-news/cyclist-nearly-three-times-over-20205737)
Gym closure following breach of Coronavirus Regulations. 
https://www.trinitychambers.co.uk/news-insights/licensing-barrister-acts-for-local-authority-in-gym-closure-following-
breach-of-coronavirus-regulations/
Prosecution of dangerous driving sentence. 
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/monkseaton-pensioner-wreaked-havoc-a19-19604925
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