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About INQUEST

* Independent charity formed in 1981

* Free specialist casework service to bereaved people following deaths in custody, detention
and other contentious deaths.

* Evidence based policy, research and legal work

» Regularly publishing briefings, consultation responses,
press releases and legal journal INQUEST Law.

e Coordinate INQUEST Lawyers Group

e Coordinate the Family Reference Group
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INQUEST casework service

Provide specialist advice and information to bereaved people on deaths
in custody and other state-related deaths such as:

* Prison

* Police custody or following police contact

* I[mmigration Detention

* Mental health settings

 Cases involving multi-agency failings with children/young people

 Cases involving state / corporate accountability or large scale disasters e.g.
Hillsborough, Grenfell Tower Disaster
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How INQUEST works:

POLICY SUPPORTING
AND AND
. . PARLIAMENTRY EMPOWERING
e Supporting and empowering WORK FAMILIES

families to engage with the
coronial process

* Monitoring themes and issues INQUEST:
via casework Integrated
MONITORING,
INFORMATION Ll Od € l STATISTICS
* Highlighting through media SEAENG ool

THEMES

engagement

* Transformative change via
policy, parliamentary and

campaigns CAMPAIGNING

AND MEDIA




Casework’s wider impact

* |dentify trends, patterns and emerging themes from casework e.g.
disproportionate use of force against black men by police

e Overview of issues arising from individual and collective experiences
of bereaved families

 Amplifying families voices and experiences leading to broader
enquiries e.g. Angiolini Review, Harris Review, CQC/IOPC/IAP Family
Listening Days

* Provide expert withess statements or intervene in strategic litigation
e.g. Maughan, W80, Brook House Public Inquiry, Chief Constable of
West Yorkshire Police v Dyer
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Making change happen — key reports

THE
* ‘Angiolini review’, first ever independent review of ﬁ'-?oT HARR'S
deaths in police custody by Dame Elish Angiolini REVIEW
Qc (2017) ;
e The Harris Review: Changing Prisons, Saving Lives:
Report of the Independent Review Into Self- : a il Changing Prisons, Saving Lives
Inflicted Deaths in Custody of 18-24 Year Olds Report of the Independent Review

(2015) into Self-inflicted Deaths in Custody
of 18-24 year olds
* Policing and mental health inquiry by Home Affairs

select committee (2015)

 The Independent Commission on Mental Health Report of the
and Policing, chaired by Lord Victor Adebowale
(2013)

Independent Review of
Deaths and Serious
Incidents in Police Custody

Rt. Hon. Dame Elish Angiolini DBE QC

* The Corston Report: A review of women with
particular vulnerabilities in the criminal justice
system (2007)




Making change happen — INQUEST reports

e Deaths in prison: a national scandal

(2020) STILL DYING
ON THE
Deaths of people INSIDE

Examining deaths in women's prisons

following release May 2018
* Deaths of people following release from prison
from prison (2019)

Dr Jake Phillips and Rebecca Rot

* Still Dying on the Inside: Examining November 2019
deaths in women’s prisons (2018)

Deaths in prison:
a national scandal
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MEDIA MEDIA RELEASES

Supreme Court lowers standard of proof for unlawful
killing and suicide inquest conclusions to balance of

probabilities

13 November 2020

In a judgment handed down today in the case of R (Maughan) v. HM Senior Coroner for Oxfordshire, the Supreme Court
has decided that the standard of proof for all conclusions at an inquest, including unlawful killing and suicide, is the balance
of probabilities.

Until now, the standard of proof for unlawful killing has been the criminal standard — beyond reasonable doubt. Today’s
judgment means that for all conclusions at an inquest, the standard is the same. The coroner or jury may record a
conclusion (including unlawful killing) if they are satisfied that it is more likely than not that it occurred.



« In this country we do not give a death
sentence, but for everyone who has taken
their life in prison that is exactly what they
got »
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Deaths in prison — an overview

On 27 January 2022 the Ministry of Justice
released the latest statistics on deaths and self-
harm in prison in England and Wales.

In the 12 months to December 2021 there were
a total of 370 deaths of people in prison.

Of these deaths:

o 250 deaths were classed as ‘natural
causes’. 13% increase from the
previous 12 months.

o 86 deaths were self-inflicted, an
increase of 28% from the previous 12
months.
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TARAS NYKOLYN: MINISTRY OF
JUSTICE EXPRESSES “DEEP REGRET”
AS INQUEST FINDS SERIOUS ISSUES
LED TO BRUTAL PRISON MURDER

7 October 2021

CORONER TO HIGHLIGHT DEATH
AND UNLAWFUL DETENTION OF
MARK CULVERHOUSE AT HMP
WOODNHILL IN REPORT TO PREVENT
FUTURE DEATHS

24 May 2021

FAMILY CALLS FOR LESSONS TO BE
LEARNT FOLLOWING INQUEST INTO
SON'’S PRISON DEATH

21 October 2021

CRITICAL INQUEST UNCOVERS
WINSTON AUGUSTINE'’S STATE OF
SEVERE PAIN AND STARVATION IN
SEGREGATION AT WORMWOOD
SCRUBS

24 May 2021

DRUGS AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE AT HMP THAMESIDE TO
BE QUESTIONED AT INQUEST INTO
DEATH OF NATHAN FORRESTER

13 January 2022

INQUEST FINDS DEATH OF 18 YEAR
OLD CHARLIE TODD AT HMP
DURHAM WAS MISADVENTURE

9 September 2021



As families, we need to try and make our
voice heard because if not, there is no
chance things will improve and lives will be
saved.

Just maybe some good will come out of it so
my child and others will not have died

for nothing.

Family Listening Day quote (anonymous)

@INQUEST_ORG
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MEDIA > MEDIA RELEASES

NEWS: Means test removed in legal aid for inquests
campaign progress

16 December 2021

Exceptional case funding for inquests will no longer be means tested from 12 January 2022, the Government
has announced.

This positive move means bereaved people facing Article 2 inquests will no longer face an intrusive and protracted
means test application process. It will make funding available to more families who previously faced paying huge costs
towards legal representation. It is an acknowledgment by Government that the current funding of inquests is
fundamentally unfair.

This will help ensure more bereaved families have a voice and can meaningfully participate in the inquest process. It is
also in the public interest, as inquests where families are represented can result in changes to policy and
practice intended to prevent future deaths.

3 THE LAW IN 60 SECONDS X INQUEST X YLAL | LEGAL AID AT INQUESTS (4 lad

Watch Later  Share

B & Youlube 5] I3

To: Dominic Raab, Justice Secretary

Legal aid for inquests: Now
or never!

Campaign created by
Lucy McKay &2 E'NQUEST

al Aid fr Ing }
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INQUEST Lawyers Group (ILG)

A national pool of lawyers that promotes and develops knowledge and
expertise in the law and practice of inquests.

Membership is open to all lawyers who predominantly represent
bereaved families.

Information sharing.

Networking & training.

Policy change & campaigning.
Facilitate meetings with IOPC, PPO, Chief Coroner and CPS etc.
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How we work with ILG members

* Collaborative partnership

* Valuable organisational memory and national oversight:

o Stats, trends and patterns

o Recommendation on experts

o Contextual information about particular institutions
o Policy & practice changes

o Media strategy and facilitating press interest

o Past inquest findings and conclusions

o Issues for wider policy and influencing work
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INQUEST LAW

o
]

INQUEST *

* Avital resource for lawyers, T\ ==
coroners and other ' INQUEST
stakeholders with an interest in L AW &

the coronial process.

S’
* Published three times a year. v

e Written by INQUEST Lawyers
Group (ILG) members and
invited contributors.

§isd i

* Anyone can subscribe.
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INQUEST Library B
Online (||_O) QUEST Library Online

2 INCRUEST Library Online
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