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About INQUEST

• Independent charity formed in 1981

• Free specialist casework service to bereaved people following deaths in custody, detention 

and other contentious deaths.

• Evidence based policy, research and legal work

• Regularly publishing briefings, consultation responses, 

press releases and legal journal INQUEST Law.

• Coordinate INQUEST Lawyers Group

• Coordinate the Family Reference Group 
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INQUEST casework service
Provide specialist advice and information to bereaved people on deaths 
in custody and other state-related deaths such as:

• Prison

• Police custody or following police contact

• Immigration Detention

• Mental health settings

• Cases involving multi-agency failings with children/young people

• Cases involving state / corporate accountability or large scale disasters e.g. 

Hillsborough, Grenfell Tower Disaster
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How INQUEST works:



Casework’s wider impact
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Making change happen – key reports

• ‘Angiolini review’, first ever independent review of 
deaths in police custody by Dame Elish Angiolini
QC (2017)

• The Harris Review: Changing Prisons, Saving Lives: 
Report of the Independent Review Into Self-
Inflicted Deaths in Custody of 18-24 Year Olds 
(2015)

• Policing and mental health inquiry by Home Affairs 
select committee (2015)

• The Independent Commission on Mental Health 
and Policing, chaired by Lord Victor Adebowale 
(2013)

• The Corston Report: A review of women with 
particular vulnerabilities in the criminal justice 
system (2007)



Making change happen – INQUEST reports

• Deaths in prison: a national scandal 
(2020)

• Deaths of people following release 
from prison (2019)

• Still Dying on the Inside: Examining 
deaths in women’s prisons (2018)
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Deaths in prison – an overview

• On 27 January 2022 the Ministry of Justice 
released the latest statistics on deaths and self-
harm in prison in England and Wales. 

• In the 12 months to December 2021 there were 
a total of 370 deaths of people in prison.

• Of these deaths:

o 250 deaths were classed as ‘natural 
causes’. 13% increase from the 
previous 12 months.

o 86 deaths were self-inflicted, an 
increase of 28% from the previous 12 
months.





As families, we need to try and make our 
voice heard because if not, there is no 
chance things will improve and lives will be 
saved. 

Just maybe some good will come out of it so 
my child and others will not have died 
for nothing.
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Family Listening Day quote (anonymous)





INQUEST Lawyers Group (ILG)

• A national pool of lawyers that promotes and develops knowledge and 
expertise in the law and practice of inquests.

• Membership is open to all lawyers who predominantly represent 
bereaved families.

• Information sharing.

• Networking & training.

• Policy change & campaigning.

• Facilitate meetings with IOPC, PPO, Chief Coroner and CPS etc.
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How we work with ILG members

• Collaborative partnership

• Valuable organisational memory and national oversight:

o Stats, trends and patterns 
o Recommendation on experts 
o Contextual information about particular institutions 
o Policy & practice changes
o Media strategy and facilitating press interest
o Past inquest findings and conclusions
o Issues for wider policy and influencing work 
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INQUEST LAW

• A vital resource for lawyers, 
coroners and other 
stakeholders with an interest in 
the coronial process.

• Published three times a year.

• Written by INQUEST Lawyers 
Group (ILG) members and 
invited contributors.

• Anyone can subscribe.
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INQUEST Library 
Online (ILO)

• A searchable online 
database containing 
inquest conclusion 
documents. 

• Inquests from 2013 to 
date where INQUEST 
were involved. ROIs, 
PFDs, responses & other 
related documents.  

• Can search by issue, 
state body involved, 
Coroner’s court, legal 
team and experts.
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